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The Cahrinian Philosophy of Education 

Preface 

At a time when many educators are questioning the "end" of those 
theories of education which have stressed intellectual exercise and 
experimental science, there are some who are specifically requesting 
a re-examination of objectives while articulating a preference for a 
return to an educational system with a unifying principle. 

Because one group is projecting the feasibility of including religion 
as an academic principle in the American college of liberal arts, it 
seems appropriate to explore education which is religion oriented . 
T he American liberal arts college which is sponsored by the Roman 
Catholic Church is here presented in the example of the educational 
philosophy as propounded by St. Frances Saverio Cabrini, the first 
citizen of the United Sta tes to be canonized by the Church. 

To examine the Cabrinian philosophy of education, one must 
evaluate that philosophy in relationship with the general principles 
of education ot other representative institutions, secular and religious. 
For dlis reason, this study starts with a review of some prevailing 
theories of a unifying principle in secular education; it then specifies 
religion as an academic principle, which, in turn is further explored 
as a unifying principle in institutions committed to Roman Catholi
cism. The discipline is still fu rther defined as represen ted by St. 
Frances Cabrini as an example of the general Roman Catholic princi
ples in education. Finally, a specmc formula of principles is deduced 
as uniquely Cabrinian. 

From the writings of St. Frances Cabrini there evolves a general 
"Cabrinian" method of teaching which stems from 0 ) the teacher's 
zeal to (2) the interest in the pupil with (3 ) adjustability between 
teacher and student resulting in (4) flexibility which insures success 
of method to achieve the desired objective. Furthermore, the analysis 
of the Regulations set by St. Cabrini reveals four speci fic objectives: 
0 ) spiritual commitment, ( 2) academic excellence, ( 3) social ad
justment, and (4) flexible involvement, all of which are end specifi
cations of the general method whose unifying principle is the com
mitment to the teachings of Christ. 

In making this study, the writer bases the first section on a 
representative text on American educational principles, Robert E. 
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Mason's Educational Ideals in American Society, published in 1960 
by Allyn and Bacon. Dr. Mason's references were a valuable guide to 
other texts. 

The writer is indebted to the followi ng publishers for their per
mission to quote from these listed works: 

Bell, Bernard Iddings, Crowd Culture (New York: Harper and Brothers, 
1952). 

Brooks, Van Wyck, America's Coming of Age (E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 
1918); (Doubleday Anchor Books, 1958). 

Hutchins, R. M., The Conflict in Education in a Democratic Society 
(New York : Harper and Brothers, 1953) . 

Johnson, The Rt. Rev. George, Guiding Growth In Christian Social 
Living (Washington, D.C. : The Catholic University of America Press, 
1944). 

Kirk, Russell, Academic Freedom (Chicago : Henry Regnery Co., 1955). 
---, A Program for Conservatives (Chicago: Henry Regnery Co., 

1954). 
Lucas, F. L., "The Foundation of Style--Character," in M odern Essays 

on Writing and Style, ed. Paul C. W ermuth ( New York: Holt, Rine
hart and Winston, Inc., 1965). 

Marique, Pierre J., History of Christian Education, Vol. III (New York: 
Fordham University Press, 1932). 

Maritain, Jacques, Education At the Crossroads (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1943). 

Mason, Robert E., Educational Ideals In American Society (Boston: 
Allyn and Bacon, 1960). 

Maynard, Theodore, Too Small A World ( Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing 
Co., 1945). 

Ulich, Robert, Fundamentals of Democratic Education (New York: 
American Book Co., 1940) . 

Valentine, Alan, T he Age of Conformity (Chicago: Henry Regnery Co., 
1954). 

Viereck, Peter, Shame and Glory of the InteUectuals ( Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1953). 

Gratitude is due, also, to Mother Stella Maris Roniger, M.S.S.H., 
whose M.A. dissertation at Fordham University included a transla
tion of St. Cabrini's Regolamento which disciplines the educational 
principles in the United States of America as pursued by the Mis
sionary Sisters of the Sacred H eart of Jesus. But it is Mother Ursula, 
M .S.S.H. , Foundress and President of Cabrini College in Radnor, 
Pennsylvania, who encouraged, counseled, and supported this work, 
who deserves the credit if the work be of any value to anyone who 
wishes to know what a Cabrinian education means. 

R. B. G. 
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